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Writing an Academic Essay in Nine Steps 

 
Choose Your Topic 
Select the general topic of your research paper. 
PRO TIP: Choose a topic that interests you. 

Preliminary Research 
Start researching your topic.  
Look for what kinds of sources are available and what research has been done before. 

Research Question 
Come up with a research question that you would like to explore, based on the sources 
that are available to you.  


