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UWINNIPEG COURSES THAT FULFILL THE INDIGENOUS COURSE REQUIREMENT (ICR) 

 

This list will continue to evolve as new and existing courses are approved as fulfilling the ICR. Please refer to the 

online calendar for most recent information. 

 

ANTHROPOLOGY (ANTH) 

 

ANTH-2103 (3)   Ethnography of North American First Peoples  
(3 hrs Lecture) This course surveys the cultures and societies of Aboriginal peoples in Canada and select regions of the United 

States from the beginnings of European contact to the present day. Topics include economy, social structure, mythology, 

religion, and culture change. 

 

ANTH-3113 (3)   Algonquian Ethnography  
(3 hrs Lecture) Students in this course read ethnographies, myths and oral histories in order to gain an understanding of the 

culture of Ojibwe and Cree peoples living in northern Manitoba and Ontario. A holistic approach is used to stress the 

interrelationship of traditional subsistence activities, spirituality, language and world view. Contemporary economic, social and 

political issues are also discussed to give students an appreciation of how traditional practices continue to be adapted to meet 

the challenges of contemporary life. Additional in-depth work is required to receive credit at the 4000 level. 

Cross-listed: ANTH-4113(3). 

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and ANTH-4113. 

Requisite Courses: ANTH-2100 or permission of the instructor (prerequisite). 

 

*ANTH-3127 (3) History of the Indigenous People of the Northern Plains 

(3 hrs Lecture) This lecture-seminar traces the history of Indigenous Peoples on the Northern Plains from the pre-contact period 

to the mid-20th century on both sides of the presen
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Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and IS-3723. 

Requisite Courses: 6 credit hours of First-year English, including ENGL-1001(6) or ENGL-1000(3) (prerequisite). 

 

ENGL-4717 (3) or (6) Topics in Indigenous Literary and Cultural Studies 
(3 hrs Lecture) This course focuses on a topic in the area of Indigenous literary and cultural studies. For example, it may focus 

on historical or contemporary representations of Indigenous people in a range of artistic and non-artistic texts. Or, the course 

may study Indigenous artistic and intellectual responses to themes such as the environment, neo-colonialism, violence against 

women, health, sovereignty, and reconciliation by considering a specific artist, nation, genre, or period. Please consult the 

English Department website for a detailed course description in any given year. This course may be repeated once when the 

topic varies. 

Cross-listed: IS-4717 (3) or (6) 

Restrictions: Honours Form Required. Students may not hold credit for this course and IS-4717. 

Requisite Courses: You must have successfully completed 6 credit hours of First-year English, including ENGL-1001(6) or ENGL-

1000(3) (prerequisite) ENGL-2142 or permission of the instructor (must be taken previously or at the same time as this course). 
 

GEOGRAPHY (GEOG) 

 

GEOG-3512 (3)   The Human Geography of Northern Canada  

(3 hrs Lecture) This course investigates contemporary issues in Canada's arctic and subarctic regions, focusing on the three 

territories: Yukon, Northwest Territories, and Nunavut. This region continues to be subjected to a variety of changes in the 

political, social and economic landscapes. The purpose of this course is to provide students insight into how these changes 

impact the human geography of northern Canada. Special attention is paid to ongoing and newsworthy issues. 
Requisite Courses: GEOG-1102 or permission of the instructor (prerequisite). 

 

HISTORY (HIST) 

 

*HIST-2510 (3)  Indigenous Peoples of Canada to 1815 

(3 hrs Lecture) This course traces Indigenous history down to the War of 1812 era. We discuss the period preceding Indigenous 

contact with Europeans to set the context for the main part of the course, an extensive examination of the post-contact era. 

The course concludes by exploring the shift in government and popular perceptions of Indigenous people from ally and partner 

to problem and hindrance. The course considers diverse sources and methods for interpreting this history. 

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and HIST-2509 | HIST-2511 | HIST-3509 | HIST-3509_6. 

 

*HIST-2511 (3)  Indigenous Peoples of Canada since 1815 

(3 hrs Lecture) This course traces the development of Indigenous history since the War of 1812. Beginning with the post-War 

period, the course examines the shifting policies and attempts by colonial governments to direct the assimilation of Indigenous 

people. Topics include the development of civilization and assimilation policies, origin and continuance of treaties, land claims, 

residential schools, Indian Act development, reservations, royal commissions, the 1969 White Paper, and recent court 

decisions. Emphasis is placed on Indigenous efforts to maintain cultural and national self-determination while facing these 

policies. We consider the diverse sources and methods for interpreting this history, with a focus on the documentary record. 

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and HIST-2509 | HIST-2510 | HIST-3509 | HIST-3509_6. 

 

*HIST-2516 (3)  History of Indigenous Education: Residential Schools & Beyond 

(3 hrs Lecture) This course explores the history of Indigenous education with a special focus on the history of residential 

schools. Topics include the nature of the church-state relationships that fostered the schools; architecture and physical 

conditions; academic programs and manual labour; resistance from students and relatives; and the process of forgetting and 
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*HIST-3518 (3)  History of the Indigenous People of the Northern Plains 

(3 HRS Lecture) This lecture-seminar traces the history of Indigenous Peoples on the Northern Plains from the pre-contact 

period to the mid-20th century on both sides of the present Canadian-U.S. border. Ancient plains cultures, the introduction of 

European technologies, the fur trade, struggles for regional dominance and control over resources, advancing European 

settlement, and the establishment of reservations/reserve constitute the major topics of this lecture seminar. In a comparative 

approach, this course explores critical differences and similarities in Indigenous history on both sides of the Canadian and US 

border. 

Cross-listed: ANTH-3127(3). 

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and ANTH-3127. 

 

*HIST-3519 (3)  Indigenous Peoples and Treaties 

(3 HRS Lecture)This course examines treaties and treaty-making between indigenous peoples and European colonial powers 

and their successor states from the early colonial period to the late nineteenth century. Topics include European claims to the 

Americas, European and indigenous ways of treaty making, indigenous concepts of land-ownership, United States and Canadian 

treaty policies, treaty making in Australia and New Zealand, and the enduring struggles for treaty rights by indigenous peoples. 

A number of treaties are analyzed in class as historical documents. 

 

HIST-3523 (3)  Indigenous Women’s History 

(3 hrs Lecture) This course examines Metis, Inuit and First Nations women's history in Canada. The course covers a variety of 

themes, including Indigenous women's health, labour
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indigenous communities' social, economic, and political situations. Strategies for community development and conflict 

resolution will be highlighted as means to achieve transformation. 

Cross-listed: CRS-2443(3). 

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and CRS-2443. 

Requisite Courses: IDS-1100 or CRS-1200 or permission of the instructor (prerequisite). 

 

IDS-4824 (3)  Biocultural Diversity Conservation Balancing Scientific and Indigenous   

Knowledge Practices  
(3 hrs Seminar/Discussion) This course focuses on the interrelationship between indigenous peoples and their environment. 
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*IS-2020 (3)  Colonization and Aboriginal Peoples 

(3 hrs Lecture) This course examines the Aboriginal colonial experience, particularly in Western Canada, and the impact 

colonization has had and continues to have on the relationship between Aboriginal peoples and Canadian governments. This 

course emphasizes the contemporary effects of colonization, particularly as regards identity issues and how they play out in the 

urban and inner-city environment, and also processes and strategies for Decolonization. 
Cross-listed: POL-2020(3) and UIC-2020(3). 

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and UCI-2020 | POL-2020. 

 

*IS-2040 (3)  Indigenous Women and Resilience 

(3 hrs Lecture) The contributions and resilience of Indigenous (First Nations, Métis, Inuit) women have become increasingly well 

known in the North American and international political, economic, and cultural arenas. Contrary to historical representations 

and stereotypes, Indigenous and Métis women have been leading advocates, actors, and activists in Indigenous struggles for 

centuries, making significant contributions to their families, communities, and nations. Of importance are the policies that 

reflect changing perceptions and approaches to the "Indian problem," with particular focus on gender. Students develop critical 

thinking skills as we consider stereotypes and the impact they have on law and Indigenous rights in Canada and internationally. 

Requisite Courses: IS-1015 or IS-1016 and IS-1017 (prerequisite). 

 

*IS-3125 (3)  Intergenerational Legacy of Residential Schools 

(3 hrs Lecture) The residential school system was a mandatory school system for all Aboriginal children. The objective of these 

schools was to extinguish Aboriginal culture and language from the Canadian landscape. The first school opened in the late 

1800's and the last school closed in the 1980's. The result from this long history is a legacy that impacts all Canadians and 

Aboriginal peoples. This course examines the impact of the residential school system in a variety of areas such as the loss of 

language and culture, loss of parenting skills, (especially mothering), as well as settler and Aboriginal relations. 
Cross-listed: UIC-3125(3) 

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and UIC-3125. 

Requisite Courses: IS-1015 or IS-1016 and IS-1017 (prerequisite). 

 

IS-3523 (3)  Indigenous Women’s History 

(3 hrs Lecture) This course examines Metis, Inuit and First Nations women's history in Canada. The course covers a variety of 

themes, including Indigenous women's health, labour and education history; histories of sexual, legal, and social regulation of 

Indigenous women; and formal, informal, local and national women's organizations. Students also engage in historical 
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IS-4024 (3)  Biocultural Diversity Conservation Balancing Scientific and Indigenous   

Knowledge Practices  
(3 hrs Seminar/Discussion) This course focuses on the interrelationship between indigenous peoples and their environment. 

Indigenous and local communities contribute with understanding, practices and innovations regarding the use and conservation 

of biodiversity and natural resources in diverse ecosystems. The value of indigenous knowledge is recognized in international 

agreements and efforts are made to integrate traditional ecological knowledge into conservation and management programs. 

The tensions arising from the confluence of indigenous and scientific knowledge, the opposition of different epistemological 

approaches, the increasing loss of bio diversity and indigenous cultures, the interconnectedness between biological and cultural 

diversity are the central themes of this course. 

Cross-listed: IDS-4824(3) and ANTH-4024(3). 

Restrictions: Honours Form Required. Students may not hold credit for this course and ANTH-4024 | IDS-4824. 

Requisite Courses: IS-1015 or IS-1016 and IS-1017 (prerequisite). 

 

*IS-4025 (3)  Indigenous Languages: Culture, Rights and Conflicts 

(3 hrs Seminar/Discussion) Indigenous languages are an integral part of Indigenous peoples' identity, worldview and culture. It 

is however, currently estimated that up to ninety per cent of the world's Indigenous languages are likely to disappear by the 

end of the century. This course is designed to give students and overview of Indigenous language issues related to culture, 

advocacy, revitalization, and resistance. Students are encouraged to critically compare and contrast the treatment of 

Indigenous languages through legislation, policy, grassroots activism, and educational and systemic efforts in countries such as 

Canada, the United States, New Zealand, Norway, and Sweden. 

Cross-listed: LING-4025 

Restrictions: Honours Form Required. Students may not hold credit for this course and LING-4025. 

Requisite Courses: IS-1015 or IS-1016 and IS-1017 (prerequisite). 

 

IS-4026 (3)   Indigenous Food Security 
(3 hrs Lecture) Community food security provides a rich diversity of self-organized food systems to improve, maintain and 

enhance health, well-being, resilience and ecological sustainability, originated and nurtured by Indigenous and other 

marginalized communities. By examining Canadian and international case studies as well as empirical research on Indigenous 

voices, knowledges and perspectives on their own food systems, this course critically engages students with the concepts, 

approaches, practices and challenges of Indigenous food production, consumption and distribution and their role in achieving 

community food security. 

 

*IS-4445 (3)  Urban Aboriginal Seminar 

(3 hrs Lecture) This seminar examines selected topics dealing with urban Aboriginal issues. Topics may include the viability of 

urban Aboriginal governance, urban reserves, and Aboriginal education and economic development issues in the inner city. The 

issue of differing conceptions of Aboriginal representation and identity held by various Aboriginal organizations is a particularly 

challenging and contentious issue in the urban context. The portability and applicability of Aboriginal and treaty rights in the 

urban environment may also be explored. We may also analyze the unique problems created by the range of jurisdictional 
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LINGUISTICS (LING) 

 

*LING-4025 (3)  Indigenous Languages: Culture, Rights and Conflicts 

(3 hrs Seminar/Discussion) Indigenous languages are an integral part of Indigenous peoples' identity, worldview and culture. It 

is however, currently estimated that up to ninety per cent of the world's Indigenous languages are likely to disappear by the 

end of the century. This course is designed to give students and overview of Indigenous language issues related to culture, 

advocacy, revitalization, and resistance. Students are encouraged to critically compare and contrast the treatment of 

Indigenous languages through legislation, policy, g
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Requisite Courses: One 3 credit hour course in Area 4, Canadian Politics, or permission of the instructor (prerequisite). 

 

RELIGION AND CULTURE (REL) 

 

*REL-2801 (3)   Introduction to Indigenous Spirituality  

(3hrs Lecture) This course provides an introduction to the plurality of Indigenous religious traditions in North America and the 

diversity, complexity, and vitality of these traditions. Included in the course content is an understanding of traditional 

ceremonies, cosmology or worldview, creation stories and other narrative forms, cultural values, healers, and medicine. Special 

attention is given to Anishinaabe, Omushkego, and Dakota traditions. 

 

REL-2802 (3)   Indigenous and Christian Encounter  

(3hrs Lecture) This course will explore Indigenous Spirituality in the context of the encounter between Christianity and the 

traditional religions of the Indigenous peoples of Canada from first contact to the present. Topics will include missionary 

societies, residential schools and historical and contemporary responses to the Christian tradition. Special attention will be 

given to Anishnabe, Omushkego, and Dakota traditions. 

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and REL-2805. 

 

*REL-2803 (3)   Indigenous Sacred Narratives  

(3 hrs Lecture) In Indigenous traditions, storytelling is an important means by which cultural values, traditional knowledge and 

worldviews are taught. In this course, students are introduced to the vast corpus of sacred narratives found in Indigenous 

religious traditions in the Americas. Narratives are examined to identify mythic themes/story types, human and non-human 
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SOCIOLOGY (SOC) 

 

SOC-3123 (3)   Crime, Victimization, and Justice in Aboriginal Communities  
(3 hrs Lecture) This course involves the study of adult and youth crime, victimization and justice in Aboriginal communities. It 

involves the study of various types of programs (e.g., sentencing circles) 
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urban environment may also be explored. We may also analyze the unique problems created by the range of jurisdictional 

responsibilities towards Aboriginal people in the urban environment. 

Cross-listed: ANTH-4145(3) and IS-4445(3). 

Restrictions: Honours Form Required. Students may not hold credit for this course and ANTH-4145 | IS-4445. 

Requisite Courses: A minimum of 6 credit hours in UIC courses or permission of the instructor (prerequisite). 

 

WOMEN’S AND GENDER STUDIES (WGS) 

 

WGS-3523 (3)  Indigenous Women’s History 

(3 hrs Lecture) This course examines Metis, Inuit and First Nations women's history in Canada. The course covers a variety of 

themes, including Indigenous women's health, labour and education history; histories of sexual, legal, and social regulation of 

Indigenous women; and formal, informal, local and national women's organizations. Students also engage in historical 

interpretation of a variety of different kinds of historical evidence and consider the creative work of Indigenous women in 

diverse cultural fields including art, film, music and literature. 

Cross-listed: HIST-3523(3) and IS-3523(3). 

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course and HIST-3523 | IS-3523. 


