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business administration, criminal justice, etc.). Student participation pools typically include 
undergraduate students enrolled in introductory courses. There are many advantages to the 
establishment of a student participation pool. From a research perspective, the student 
participation pool provides researchers with ready access to a large number of individuals to 
participate in research. From a pedagogical perspective, involving students as research 
participants provides understanding of the scientific method and evidence base in research, and 
may also help instill a participant perspective in future researchers. 

1.2 The challenge of using student participation pools is that certain ethical issues may arise, 
most notably around whether or not participation is voluntary, and how confidentiality and 
potential conflicts of interest are managed.  

1.3 This guidance document offers researchers some direction on the use and ethics of using 
student participation pools for research. 

2.0 REB Review Requirements 

2.1 Before proceeding with research involving student participation pools, researchers must 
complete an application that is reviewed by the UHREB or DEC (as appropriate). No recruitment 
or data collection can proceed without UHREB approval.   

2.2 Researchers must provide detailed information on the study methods and design, and 
address any issues that specifically relate to the use of the student participation pools. In 
particular, researchers should provide information on: 

• The study purpose and rationale; 
• The study sample, with a particular focus on inclusion and exclusion criteria; 
• 



Guidance Document 8:  



Guidance Document 8:  
Using Student Participation Pools in Research 

 

Version 2: 8 June 2022  Page 3 of 3 

Each experiment using the student participation pool should provide a clear description of the 
research. This description can be provided orally or in written form. This is essential in the 
consent process as it will explain to students what the study is about, the nature of their 
participation, what happens if the student opts to withdraw from the study while it is in progress, 
etc. As with any study, the consent process and consent form should be explicit.   

3.6 Ensuring a Pedagogical Purpose 


