
1 
 

NSERC USRA Guidelines ʹ Deadline: Tuesday, January 30, 2024 

Award Mandate  

Undergraduate Student Research Awards (USRA) are intended to: 

¶ Stimulate student interest in research in the natural sciences and engineering; 

¶ Encourage students to undertake graduate studies; 

¶ Encourage students to consider a research career in natural sciences and engineering. 
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¶ Submit a transcript. Transcripts from WebAdvisor are preferred for the internal 
competition to show your enrollment and grades for the Fall 2023 term. An official 
transcript will be required for successful applicants; 

¶ As per NSERC regulations, a student may hold no more than three NSERC USRAs 
throughout their academic career. To ensure opportunities for as many excellent 
students as possible, at the University of Winnipeg, all else equal, preference may 
begiven to students applying for their first or second USRA. 

¶ Applications from students registered at other universities will be accepted but, all else 

being equal, preference will be given to current University of Winnipeg students. 

Supervisor Eligibility  

¶ The faculty supervisor must hold an NSERC research grant (PI or Co-applicant) as of 
May 1,2024. 

o ECR supervisors who do not currently hold NSERC funding but have their first 
NSERC application pending, can supervise a USRA student provided they have 
the funding to support the student. 

o For supervisors who are in the final year of their grant, if sufficient funds to 
support a USRA are remaining to be transferred to an automatic extension year, 
no alternate supervisor is required. 

¶ 
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Supervisor Top Up Support from the Research Office 

¶ It is important for supervisors to budget a set amount of funds to support funding for 

their potential USRA before submitting the application. 

¶ If you require additional funding support, the Research Office offers the following 

internal grants that may assist with topping up your USRA for your trainee.  
 

Internal Grant Competition Application Deadline Anticipated Decisions/start Dates 

Discretionary Grant  January 15 February 15 

Major Research Grant January 15 February 15 

Discretionary Grant  March 15 April 15 

 

¶ In addition, the Research Office will also consider providing funding support on a case by 

case basis.  

How to Apply  
 

¶ Applicants should first approach, and discuss a possible project with a potential 
supervisor. Once a potential supervisor agrees, they should register and login via 
E^�Z�͛Ɛ�ŽŶůŝŶĞ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ. Students and supervisors must follow the instructions on the 
NSERC website to complete Form 202 Part I (i.e., student) and Part II (supervisor). An 
electronic copy of both parts of Form 202, an unofficial transcript, and the 250 ʹ 500-
wordstatement, should be compiled into one, single PDF file and then emailed to the 
Research Office (researchoffice@uwinnipeg.ca) before 5:00PM on January 30, 2024. 

 

Application Checklist (Students and Supervisors ʹ Please combine all parts of the application 
into a single PDF file.)  

1. Part 1 of Form 202 (Student) 
2. Part 2 of Form 202 (Supervisor) 
3. ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ͛Ɛ�250 ʹ 500-word statement 
4. Unofficial transcript to show your enrollment and grades for the Fall 2023 term (WebAdvisor 

grade statement is preferred) 
*An official transcript is only required if and after we notify you that your application is 
moving forward to NSERC 

5. Optional: maximum half page to list extra awards. 
6. Optional: Optional Statement (250 words) 

 
 
 
 

/research/docs/manual/2023_04_research_manual_dg.pdf
/research/docs/manual/2023_04_research_manual_mrg.pdf
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https://ebiz.nserc.ca/nserc_web/nserc_login_e.htm
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Free Options to Combine files into a single pdf:  

¶ Adobe Scan app: Free in both iOS App Store and the Play Store on Androids. 

¶ Mac: Use the built-in preview app to export jpeg images to PDF format. From there you 
can just import other PDFs into the first exported one. 

¶ Wikihow: How to Convert JPG to PDF - https://www.wikihow.com/Convert-JPG-to-PDF 

¶ Wikihow: How to Merge PDF Files - https://www.wikihow.com/Merge-PDF-Files 
 

Department Contacts: 

Department Representative Contact 

Anthropology Mirjana Roksandic m.roksandic@uwinnipeg.ca  

Applied Computer Science Yangjun Chen  y.chen@uwinnipeg.ca  

Biology Alberto Civetta 

https://www.wikihow.com/Convert-JPG-to-PDF
https://www.wikihow.com/Merge-PDF-Files
mailto:m.roksandic@uwinnipeg.ca
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Appendix: Selection Criteria and Indicators for USRA Applications 

The following table contains indicators and evidence for evaluating the three selection criteria.  

Selection criteria 




